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In this bulletin particulars are given of writs issued and orders granted for 
divorce, judicial separation, annulment of marriage and restitution of conjugal rights 
during the year 1959, with comparative data for previous years. Particulars are shown 
also of divorces made absolute during 1959 classified according to grounds for divorce 
and sex of the petitioner, classified by ages of husbands and wives at marriage, by 
duration of marriage and issue, and by age at the time of divorce. 


Rts ISSU'D & ORDERS GRANTED 1959 


Writs issued - Orders granted - 

For divorce 789 For divorce nisi 470 
judicial separation 4 divorce absolute 503 
nullity of marriage 6 judicial sevaration nil 
restitution of nullity of marriage ue 

conjugal rights nil restitution of 
conjugal rights nil 


The following table compares particulars of writs issued and orders granted during 
1959 with those of the preceding seven years:- 


TABLE 1. WRITS ISSUED AND ORDERS GRANTED, SINCE 1952. 


Er ee i Sane aes aE ane si ene Ea ed WON beeen AY = 


| 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 | 1956 , 1957 | 1958 | 1959 
TRITS | | | | | | | | 
Divorce R850) 9214) 2324) 8249) 154") “Te, | Tesi aicn 
Judicial Sevaration | eal tae Ae - | i - | - | 1 | 
| Nullity of Marriage ey ee ee ge ee meet | 
{ \ } i ! j \ 
| eres nee nent eee pe eee se Ne ee a eee ee a Set ine ee 
| Total | 812 | 924 | 839 | 833| 770, 778 | 796 | 796 | 
foes + tS aaa “j eae Ja Al eee 
| ORDERS | | | | | | | | 
Divorce - Nisi | 596) 634 | 654 | B6:) (Ota) 402. ose 470 
Absolute | 581 | 628 | 594) 624| 567 | 529 | 483 | 503 
Judicial Separation | 1 | 2. 2A = 2 | td One is 
Nullity of Marriage - Nisi 8 oe i 6 | 14 | 2 10 5 
Absolute | Sed 8 4 | 4 | oie Ss kk SoG) aie 
| | | | | | | 
|RESPITUPION OF CONJUGAL RIGHTS | | | | | | | | | 
~ | - - | 1 - - | 1 - 
Writs | | | | | | | 
| Orders - | ~ | - | oie 1 =| 1 | = 
| | hee 


| 
Pee Nee a Net =. a. = 

The annual number of writs issued reached a record high level in 1953 when 924 
wits were issued. In subsequent years, the annual number of writs decreased steadily 
until 1956 when 770 writs were issued and since has risen to 796 during 1959. 


The annual number of divorces absolute reached a peak in 1947 when 695 orders were 
granted. However, it should be noted that a rise or fall in the number of writs issued 
during a year does not necessarily result in a similar movement in divorces absolute in 
that year, because (a) the number of actions avaiting trial at the end of each year 
varies considerably and (vb) decrees nisi cannot be made absolute for at least six months. 
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In Table 2A, divorces absolute and ennulments of marriage are classified according to 
grounds « 


TABLE 2A. DIVORCES ABSOLUTE AND £NNUL ITS OF MARRIAGE CLASSIFIED BY G2OUNDS 


| Non Consummation - | | =| | 


a "Grounds for Divorce | a ee IE ea 
| or Nullity | ioe.) 6055) 1954 1955] 1956| 1957) 1958) 1959) 
a Se ee 2 es ees th eee i 

DIVORCES ABSOLUTE | | | | | | | =| 
"Adultery | 230, 240; 216; 238] 208} 190; 203) 175! 
| Desertion | 252) 264; 248) 261; 239; 209/ 190, 224] 
‘Habitual Cruelty | Core fC7) AS) 9193) 43) ty gee ees 
Insanity | 1) 3) 4) 4 -| 3; 1| 5 | 
| Drunkenness | 8 | 10; 6 | 9 | tae 9, 4) 4) 
failure to l’aintain | 4 3| 3 | 6 3! 2| | 3 | 
| Other | =| 1) au | 5 2] 2 | 
te SSS ps a ate 4 gl eee —— gy es ae be ae ah soe iS amare if 
| Total Bets! 628) 5941 9624) 567) 9529, 463)) 503) 
|  aEnRGEaEEEeetien leceneeeeees eee ee SP a dd RON encima seseectlen eee 
MNULYEYTS OF MARRIAGE | | | | | | | 
| Impotence | 2 4) 4) 1 1 5 6 5 
Bigamy a es re 2) 2| St eee 
| Invalid Marriage | =| 2. - 1 a 11 1 =| 
cs = = A _| Q || 


Sa eC eh a ae MN (eet net ec ere ee 


In the immediate post-war period adultery was the main ground for divorce (of the 
1,953 divorces absolute granted in the three years 1945 to 1947, 1,197 were for adultery 
compared with only 585 for desertion and 101 for habitual cruelty). Subsecuently divorces 
for adultery have become much less frecuent and since 1949 have been less than those for 
desertion in each year except 1958 when divorces for adultery were slightly greater in 
number. 


In Table 2B, the figures shovn in Table 24 for divorces absolute are dissected 
according to sex of petitioner. 


TABLE 2B. DIVORCES ABSOLUTE GRANTED CLASSIFIED BY SEX OF PETITIONER AND GROUNDS. 


Divorce | ¢952| 1953) 1954] 1955| 1956] 1967] 1956] 1959 | 


“DIVORCES ON PETITION OF HUSBANDS 


Adult er | 4951 145; 129) 138; «140; 24) 126; 108 | 
Desert ion | 192 13 134 175 | 117 eee kee a8 108 
Habitual Cruelty | 6 | 4| 5 | 1 a, 6, 5 =| 
Insanity 1 3 | 3| 4) = 2 | =| an 
Drunkenness dv 1 | 1} -| 1| - -| he 
‘Failure to Maintain a a =| = = ihe. rae ag 
Other oR ces Na ee i PER c Wades 8 teres oe) 
| otal ; 249! 266| 264) 267) 2) 2331 220) eGR 

DIVORCES ON PETITION OF ‘IVES 
Adultery 105; 95{ 87! 100; 68 69 | ie 67} 
Desert ion P56, 54; 424) 136 ee) 106), 102) ne | 
Habitual Cruelty 80; 103! 108) 106) 98); 105; 77, 90) 
‘Insanity =| ~| 1| = =a An} 1: Pa 
Drunkenness | Ce ee eg OO) 0 a ees 
Failure to liaintain 4 3| 3) 6 | 31 2 | 1; Bu 
Other ee esl oe ed 2| i ie | PE ae Nr 
fe Total | 332, 362) 330] 357| 303) 296] 263| 283 | 
EE ee eee ee eee cere ae eee ae 


During the years 1945 and 1946 (the first for which details of the sex of petitioners 
are available), the majority of divorces absolute granted were on the vetition of husbands 
In each subsequent year, however, there were more divorces granted on the vetition of 
Wives, and the proportion in 1959 (56.3% of the total) is fairly representative of figures 
for the last twelve years. 


41% of divorces on petition of wives during 1959 were granted for desertion while 
habitual cruelty and adultery remained frequent grounds. During the same veriod, 98% of 
ll divorces on the vetition of husbands were on the grounds of adultery and desertion. 
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Table 3 shows the ages at time of marriage of husbands and wives divorced during 


19596 
TABLE 3. DIVORCES ABSOLUTE CLASSIFIED BY AGE AT MARRIAGE, 1959. 


ee Se 
x Husband | eee Age of Wife | 1958 
, Under . a ee ere a oe ee 
ee 2 eae | 25 eh ai | a dail over Stated hs | Total | 
Under 20 | 22 1 5 oe as pares atta hen ae : ais 
20-24 | 91 | 115 18 2 - | - 226 | 215 
25 -'29 24 70 33 12 1s S 143 | 144 
30 - 34 2 13 16 13 1 | 46 | 40 
35 = 39 2 5 4 BBG) <6) ae 26) as 
| 40 - 44 1 1 2 3 5 | - 18 | 10 
| 45 & over - - 2 2 3 jo 14 qf 
Not stated Ses = [ es - | ce 4 4 i 15 
Total 1959 | {42 | 205 Ceeieee ) Meo 4e 7 a Oe eosaiie ee 1 
meee | 41 (2mo) | |e | 87 PS) ie toe, Haass | 


In recent years, little more than 20% “of all brides married before rez ching 20 
years of age. However, 142, or 28.5% of the 499 wives divorced in 1959 (whose ages at 
marriage are known) were under 20 years of age when married. 


In Table 4, details are shown of the duration and issue (living children under 16 
years) of marriages in respect of which divorces absolute were granted in the year 1959, 
and totals for years 1956 to 1958. 


TABLE 4. DIVORCES ABSOLUTE CLASSIFIED BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE AND ISSUE 


| 

Duration of | 1959 ins te ho AO | 

lsrriogo | “Living Chiléren under 16 years Tp) | 19 | 1997 | 199° 

f | ‘ 
(years) imo tt is oan yo a | 5 | oe Total | Total | Total 
‘ena | | | | ie 
a4 Boe eh Ge ce RR 39 59 62 
p= 9 71 | 58; 36; 10; 4) 1 eS age 150 179 203 
10 - 14 em) 23)) 36) 20 OF | om 18 142 125 130 
15 = 19 ty) 20 22; 19 4; 1] 2 82 Wo. lt Sag 85 
20 = 24 Sale EPG GS ae 40 41 42 | 45 
a= 29 OG, 2 Se) Gee AG ai seer Tle ged 
30 = 34 12 2 2 = 2A Gade r ions 40) 2 460 1 ag 
35 = 39 5 - -| - - ~| = | 5 5 | aye 3 
40 ~ 44 ~ - -| - She SR es ee | 1 on 4 
45 and over 1 ~ ay es ae er 4 oak 1 1 
seer |}. +} ttn or re ai nner mene ne opie nee aa 

Total 1959 1193 | 126) 110; 54! 15) 2 Be 503 aes Fie ten . 
| 1958 | 165 142) 87 57) 25 | 4 ao Me 483 ae ae 
eeto57 «1197 | 146| 106] 53) 20/1 5] 2 | «a. ee ee “ 
| 1956 ee 159| 132; 36; 12| 6 | - | ve a ee 567 


In each of the four years for which details are shown in the above table, more of 
the divorces granted were in the 5 to 9 year duration group than in any of the other 
Winquennial groups. This appears to indicate that the probability of divorce rises 
Stadually during the first few years of marriage, and reaches a peak when the marriage 
has lasted between four and ten years, and thereafter declines gradually. 


In the last ten years there has been an increase in the proportion of divorces 
which involved 2 or more living issue under the age of 16 years. In 1949 these amounted 
to Only 19.5% of all divorces absolute, but in 1959 the corresponding percentage was 


0%. 
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Table 5 sets out the ages at time of divorce of husbands and wives divorced in the 
years 1956 to 1959, with a cross-classification for 1959. 


TABLE 5. DIVORCES CLASCIFIED BY AGE AT TIME OF DIVORCE 


(sh gape is ces ere Ae ee eee eee ses 
—. 1959 | 1958 | 1957 | 1956 | 
musbend b~ijeacep Age of Wife ae ee | | 
} H i { ' : i | | | 
ree | 25 a7 | ena 39-39, 40= 44 ran | Stated 1otat) Total; Total Tovey 
ye ee ee ee OB of 12. 
eee] AaB tl le ll 5 62} TO] 108 | 
Me > |) 8 A Te | 8 | C= | 08 | 108. | 1389) 420.) 
ee 2 tl lt At | 85) WO] ek |= toe | 99) 98 | OT 
40 - 44 ee als 1 | Dh Roe Ve oh | - 69 | 87 | So) ss 
(45 and over | as 6k emg ab eg es ates a = (A397 | 408i) ee" | 44a 
fot Stated | - | - > =; =} =| = 4 Ae gel) Ss naam 
otal 1959 | 39 | 97) 113) 91; 661 93 * 4 | og a eee | 
Pees rer tt | 95) 54 TR 15 ae | BR ee | 
Peete eo adr) ATS TC 8, GS OR ee a OR sn | 
epee 000) |) 440?) 9105) 96 | 76 | 98 | A ea | ae | el BGT 
‘ H ' 4 \ ; H 
J al 2 


In each of the last four years, divorces for husbands reached a peak in the 30 - 34 
year age group. This is generally as might be exvected from information obtained from 
Table 3 (that approximately 78% of males divorced in 1959 were aged from 20 to 29 at time 
of marriage) and from Table 4 (that divorces are at a maximum after 5 to 9 years of 
marriage ). 


Similarly the predominance of divorcees for females in the 25 - 29 and 30 - 34 age 
groups can be reconciled with the most common age group at time of marriage of divorced 


females (20 to 24 years), and the relatively high proportion of divorces after 5 to 9 
years of marriage. 


D.eLoJ. Aitchison 
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